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To RRC, RCC and LUBC members, and parents of RRC JÕÎÉÏÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȣ   

Safety Focus ς Winter Water Hazards 

Winter is a treacherous time of year for river 
users. Please abide by the usual rules about 
doing a risk assessment before you decide to go 
out and definitely do not go out in very 
hazardous conditions such as poor visibility, ice, 
high wind, very fast stream, storm and 
lightening. This article is about the hazards 
which are often present when we have made 
the judgement that the risk is okay to go out. 
The two prevalent ones are low water 
temperature and fast stream. 

The temperature of river water is often close to 
freezing in the winter months. Do not be fooled 
by a sunny day. It is actually quite dangerous to 
go out onto the river on your own when water 
temperatures are low and it is strongly 
discouraged. The rules are: do not go out on 
your own, make sure someone will raise the 
alarm if you have not returned in reasonable 
time, be cautious about going out when there 
may be an increased risk of capsize. If you 
capsize, then use your boat as a life raft and 
swim for the bank, get out and find shelter as 
quickly as you can. 

A fast stream can cause two problems: debris 
and waves. Do not be surprised to find massive 
objects floating low in the water or even entire 
trees upended into the mud or fallen from the 
bank across the river. You must always carefully 
look ahead for any hazards and never assume 
that the river is clear. Please report major 
obstacles directly to British Waterways (contact 
details are given on their website) and send 
copies of your report by Email to our safety 
advisor and Captain.  

Standing waves are often formed on the big 
straights between the 1st split and the gas main. 
They are caused by the action between the 
stream and a wind opposing the stream. A 
northerly wind is worst for this. The waves can 
be so big that they swamp your boat. Check the 
wind direction and stream before you go out 
(tell-tales for the wind direction are the chimney 
stacks at the Ineos-Chlor works; a high water 
level at the clubhouse usually means a fast 
stream beyond the 1st split) and do not hesitate 
to turn back if you spot signs of big standing 
waves.

Development News 

It was a happy ending to the year for Runcorn 
Rowing Club when I received the news on 20th 
December that the sale of Bridge Cottage by 
British Waterways to Runcorn Rowing Club had 
been completed that morning. Wow! I cannot tell 
you how important this step is to the future of 
our club. 

This required a huge amount of work from many 
officers of our club and I am enormously grateful 
to all of them, but I would particularly like to 
thanks the contributions of Jim Newcomb and 
Simon Leach.  

The purchase price of £85,000 was made up of 
a grant of £42,500 from British Rowing, a 
donation of £15,000 from the Henley Stewardôs 
Charitable Trust, and loans and donations 
totalling £37,500 from club members. The 
British Rowing grant was given on the strength 
of our five year development plan which was 
formally accepted by them earlier in December 
(the development plan is available to members 
on our website). The Canoe England grant 
application for £10,000 did not go through in 
time but it still may be approved in 2012. If it is, 
then the grant will retrospectively be a 
contribution to the purchase price, and 



membersô loans to a total of £10,000 will be 
released for Phase 2 development costs.  

There are quite a few iôs to dot and tôs to cross 
early in 2012. Most of them are commitments 
we made to British Rowing to enable us to 
advance our grant application.  We must:  

¶ convert to RRC Ltd,  

¶ obtain Clubmark accreditation,  

¶ renew our agreement with LUBC,  

¶ approve rules for crew selection,  

¶ complete our welfare review,  

¶ install disabled access to the clubhouse, and  

¶ hold an opening ceremony and inform the 
press.  

All by the end of March!!  

I plan to hold a Chairmanôs workday to tidy up 
the site in preparation for the opening 
ceremony.  

Besides this list, we must maintain the high 
standard of our rowing and get on with our 
development plan! The latter will be my main 
focus for 2012 and I will be seeking the support 
of our fundraising committee to acquire the 
finances and grants we will need, and the 
support of all to help with development projects.  

The fundraising must continue because 
ultimately we will need to invest £280,000 over 5 
years so that we can reap the benefits of the 
purchase and meet the longer term 
commitments we have made to British Rowing. 
We will be holding two big fundraising events 

early in 2012 for which your support will be 
needed: 

¶ The RRC Rowathon on 21st January. 

¶ The RRC Eightôs Head on 25th February. 

In addition, our fundraising committee will be 
developing an Inspired Facilities grant 
application and there is a short term opportunity 
of a substantial grant from Halton Borough 
Council. Meantime, members who have not 
already done so are encouraged to make 
donations and loans at any time to help with the 
Phase 2 development costs.  

Some of the work we hope to do in 2012 is: 

¶ Install a roadway barrier and adjacent 
fencing and pedestrian gate. 

¶ Install a permanent sign adjacent to the 
barrier with the RRC crest and any signs 
required by grant sources and affiliated 
clubs. 

¶ Completely clear the Bridge Cottage site of 
all buildings, walls, shrubbery and rubbish.  

¶ Level the site and install storm drains and a 
hard-standing surface. 

¶ Revamp the foul waste facilities. 

¶ Install disabled access to the clubhouse 
which meets disabled access regulations. 

¶ Install flood lighting to cover the front and 
access road. 

I propose to form a working group to coordinate 
these activities. Please get in touch with me if 
you would like to be involved.

Other News

Appointments ɀ Training & Clubmark  
The recently formed Training & Clubmark post 
has been split and Jane Parkinson has taken on 
the responsibility for maintaining our Clubmark 
accreditation. Jane re-submitted our application 
to renew our Clubmark accreditation to British 
Rowing in December. Nick Pettet will be our 
training officer and his current priority is to 
ensure that members are up to date with their 
Safeguarding and Protecting Children training. 

Appointments ɀ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 6ÉÃÅ-Captain 
Anne Hignell has stepped in as Womenôs Vice-
Captain following the resignation of Julie 
Popplestone last autumn. 

Monthly Time trials  
New for this year, we will be running 4.5km time 
trials usually on the last Sunday of every month. 

All Sunday morning crews are encouraged to 
participate. The idea is that you will get an 
objective measure of your progress throughout 
the year and you will know where you stand 
against other crews. The course will be from the 
White Gate to the Eightôs Head finish. The start 
window will be from approximately 11:30 to 
12:00 and the finish window will be from 
approximately 12:00 to 12:30 (i.e. you must 
begin and end your time trial inside these time 
windows; which means that you need to be 
boating from about 10:30). Andy Greenwell has 
offered to help with time keeping. Please come 
forward if you would like to assist (weôll need 
another time keeper and a launch driver). 
Further details will be announced when the 1st 
time trial of 2012 is held on Sunday 29th 
January.  



9ŘΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ wƻǿ 

Here are a few pictures from Edôs Birthday Row. It was great to see nearly 80 members and former 
members enjoying themselves on a very mild day. This occasion was rather special because it was 
Edôs 60th birthday ï thanks Val for the superb cake. The rowing compliment comprised 2 eights, a 
four, 6 quads, a skiff and a launch. Most others walked. Rowing friends we have not seen for a 
while included the Frisk family, Jenny Shaw, Nicola Parkinson, Katy & Emily Hignell and Tony 
Edwards. Our President travelled in style by hitching a ride in Dawn with the Temple family. The hot 
pot provided by the Horseshoe was excellent with plenty for seconds, while the vegetarian chilli was 
a little too hot for some. There was a huge variety of Christmassy hats but Simonôs job lot of 4 elvesô 
hats for a tenner took the biscuit. Simon has posted some great pictures of the crews in the new 
gallery on our website. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

  


